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NOAA
WEATHER RADIO
ALL HAZARDS

The NOAA Weather Radio All Hazards, or NWR, is a nationwide 
network of radio stations broadcasting forecasts, warnings, and 
emergency information 24 hours a day. It is a comprehensive 
weather and emergency information service available to 
the public. All-hazards messages include weather events, 
technological incidents like chemical spills, AMBER alerts,  
and national emergencies. NWR also broadcasts EAS notices.

A special weather radio receiver is required to receive NWR broadcasts. You can 
buy these receivers at many retail outlets such as electronics stores, department 
stores, big box stores, or online. Be sure to look for the Public Alert or NWR logo 
to ensure the radio meets technical requirements. Models identified as SAME, or 
Specific Area Message Encoding, receivers allow users to select alerts for specific 
geographic areas. For information on NOAA Weather Radio All Hazards, visit  
www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr.

LOCAL JURISDICTION
EMERGENCY
NOTIFICATION
SYSTEMS

OPT-IN/SIGN-UP TEXT AND EMAIL SYSTEMS 
Many jurisdictions have opt-in public alert and warning systems.  An opt-in system 
means you must sign up to receive the alert. Once you have signed up, officials in 
your area can send you text or email messages about local emergencies. Most  
opt-in systems allow subscribers to choose the devices that receive alerts as well 
as the types of alerts. Because you may not be near a television or radio when 
something happens, a local text or email alert can be an extremely useful source  
for critical information. Small costs may be associated with receipt of text 
messages from your mobile device service provider. 

To find out what alerts are available in your area, you can do an Internet search with 
your town, city, or county name and the word “alerts”; you can go to the website 
for your local emergency management or public safety office; or you can contact 
these offices by telephone. 

ENHANCED TELEPHONE NOTIFICATION (ETN) SYSTEMS
In the event of an emergency, local officials in many local communities can send 
warning messages and instructions to individuals in an at-risk area through an ETN 
system, such as a Reverse 911® system. Most systems include landline phone 
numbers, but some also allow for messages to Voice over Internet Protocol (VoIP) 
and mobile phones through an opt-in process—check with your local emergency 
management for information on this system and available features. 

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/nwr
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OUTDOOR SIRENS AND/OR VOICE ALERT SYSTEMS 
Outdoor sirens and/or voice alert systems are used to alert people outdoors of 
an immediate danger so they can take cover. The system is not designed to be 
heard inside building walls. Note that some communities may still have the siren 
infrastructure in place but it may no longer be operable, so it is important to check 
with your local emergency management office to understand if this service is 
currently provided.

LOCAL SCHOOL OR ORGANIZATION NOTIFICATION SYSTEMS 
Many workplaces, schools, and community- and faith-based organizations have 
notification systems to warn individuals of emergencies and provide tailored 
notifications. These may range from listservs to opt-in text and email systems 
similar to those used by local jurisdictions.

MOBILE APPS WITH
LOCAL ALERT
FUNCTIONS

FEMA APP

Stay updated with severe weather alerts from the National Weather Service for up 
to five locations across the U.S.; learn how to stay safe before, during, and after 
over 20 types of hazards; save a custom list of the items in your family’s emergency 
kit; and locate and receive driving directions to open shelters and disaster recovery 
centers. You can also submit disaster-related photos to a public map using the 
Disaster Reporter feature. The FEMA App is also available in Spanish. Download 
the app to your mobile device or smartphone free on iTunes or Google Play. Learn 
more at www.fema.gov/mobile-app.

AMERICAN RED CROSS APP 

The Red Cross Emergency app combines more than 35 different types of severe 
weather and emergency alerts. You can choose the alerts that are important to your 
location or the location of loved ones. The “Family Safe” feature allows you to notify 
loved ones that an alert has been issued in their area and check to see if they are safe. 
The app also offers information on what to do before, during, and after severe weather 
hits and how to find open Red Cross Shelters. All content is also available in Spanish. 
You can download the app to your mobile device or smartphone free on iTunes  
(Apple-iOS 6.0 or later) and Google Play (Android). Learn more at 
www.redcross.org/prepare/mobile-apps. 

THE WEATHER CHANNEL APP

Tracks weather and provides local forecasts and push alerts of severe weather to  
your mobile device. Download the app to your mobile device or smartphone free  
on iTunes (Apple-iOS 6.0 or later), Google Play (Android), App World (BlackBerry),  
and Windows Phone at www.weather.com/apps.

http://www.fema.gov/mobile-app
http://www.redcross.org/prepare/mobile-apps
http://www.weather.com/apps
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